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Thrive as Jesus’ Called Witness!                  New Life- Telling the Story #1 
 
 
 
 
40 Paul stood on the barracks steps and motioned to the crowd. When they  
were all silent, he said to them in Aramaic: 1 “Brothers and fathers, listen now  
to my defense.” 2 When they heard him speak to them in their own language,  
they became very quiet. Then Paul said: 3 “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of 
Cilicia, but brought up in this city. I studied under Gamaliel and was  
thoroughly trained in the law of our ancestors. I was just as zealous for God  
as any of you are today. 4 I persecuted the followers of this Way to their death, 
arresting both men and women and throwing them into prison, as the  
high priest and council can testify…                                           Acts 21:40-22:4 
 

Share ___common ground & previous attitude___! 
 
 
 
 
6 “About noon as I came near Damascus, suddenly a bright light from heaven 
flashed around me. 7 I fell to the ground and heard a voice say to me,  
‘Saul! Saul! Why do you persecute me?’ 8 “‘Who are you, Lord?’ I asked. 
“ ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting,’ he replied.  
9 My companions saw the light, but they did not understand the voice of him  
who was speaking to me. 10 “‘What shall I do, Lord?’ I asked. “ ‘Get up,’  
the Lord said, ‘and go into Damascus. There you will be told all that you have  
been assigned to do.’ 11 My companions led me by the hand into Damascus, 
because the brilliance of the light had blinded me… 
 
14 “Then Ananias said: ‘The God of our ancestors has chosen you to know his  
will and to see the Righteous One and to hear words from his mouth. 15 You  
will be his witness to all people of what you have seen and heard.  

        Acts 22:6-15 
 

Tell how Jesus ___convinced you to believe & follow___! 
 
Describe ___the difference Jesus makes___! 
 
 
 
 
17 "When I (Paul) returned to Jerusalem and was praying at the temple,  
I fell into a trance 18 and saw the Lord speaking to me. ‘Quick!' he said.  
'Leave Jerusalem immediately, because the people here will not accept  
your testimony about me.' 
  
19 "'Lord,' I replied, 'these people know that I went from one synagogue to  
another to imprison and beat those who believe in you. 20 And when the blood  
of your martyr Stephen was shed, I stood there giving my approval and  
guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.'  21"Then the Lord said  
to me, ‘Go; I will send you far away to the Gentiles.' "  
 
 

22 The crowd listened to Paul until he said this. Then they raised their voices  
and shouted, "Rid the earth of him! He's not fit to live!"  24…the commander 
ordered that Paul be taken into the barracks. He directed that he be flogged  
and interrogated in order to find out why the people were shouting at him  
like this…                                  Acts 22:17-24 
 

Trust God to ___guide & protect you when opposed___!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Crossroads Church 
 

Discovering Life Connected with God! 
 
 

Our Vision 
 

To be a dynamic and diverse family of believers in Jesus Christ 
connected in transforming relationships with God, each other, and our world! 

 
Our Purpose and Mission 

 

To connect people with God, God’s family, and God’s mission 
through a transforming relationship with Jesus Christ! 

 
Our Strategy 

 

To fulfill God’s purpose in our lives through a balanced commitment 
to love God with our entire being and to love our neighbor as ourselves, 

according to God’s Great Commandment and Great Commission in the Bible. 
 

Our Commitment 
 
 

 

Growth 
To speak and act more like Jesus Christ each day of our lives. 
To reach people disconnected from God with the love of Jesus. 

 
Relationships 

To develop depth, consistency, and closeness in our walk with Jesus. 
To share life and spiritual journey together with each other. 

 
Relevance 

To apply God’s truths and principles to life in practical ways. 
To engage and meaningfully share Jesus with people. 

 
Involvement 

To participate in church family relationships and responsibilities. 
To discover and contribute our dynamic and diverse abilities. 

 
Truth 

To value Jesus Christ and the Bible as God’s eternal revelation to us. 
To believe and center on Jesus Christ as forgiver and life leader. 

 
 

Let’s Catch the Vision and Share the Mission Together! 
 

“We are an autonomous, biblically-based church family that  
actively partners locally and internationally to fulfill our mission  

to connect people in transforming relationship with Jesus Christ!” 
 
 

 


