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Belong First to Jesus!          New Life- Building Bridges #1 
 
Harassment of Gentile Believers 
 
1 Certain individuals came from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the 
believers: "Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught  
by Moses, you cannot be saved." 2 This brought Paul and Barnabas into 
sharp dispute and debate with them. So they were appointed, along  
with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles  
and elders about this question… 
5 Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees  
stood up and said, “The Gentiles must be circumcised  
and required to keep the law of Moses.”                           Acts 15:1-5 
 
6 I (Paul) am astonished that you are so quickly deserting  
the one who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to  
a different gospel- 7which is really no gospel at all.  
Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and  
are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ.                  Galatians 2:6-7 
 
Trust in Jesus’ ___good news of SAVING GRACE___! 
 
 

Jesus Overcomes the Trap of Tribalism 
 
 

7 After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them:  
"Brothers, you know that some time ago  
God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear  
from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. 
8 God, who knows the heart, showed he accepted them  
by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us.  
9 He did not discriminate between us and them,  
for he purified their hearts by faith. 
 

10 Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the  
necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors  
have been able to bear? 11 No! We believe it is through the grace  
of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are."            Acts 15:7-11 
 
 

Internalize Jesus’ ___good news of EQUALITY___!  
 
 
 
12 The whole assembly listened quietly as Barnabas and Paul  
told about the signs and wonders God had done among  
the Gentiles through them.  
 

13 When they finished, James spoke up. "Brothers," he said,  
"listen to me. 14 Peter has described to us how God first intervened  
to choose a people for his name from the Gentiles. 15 The prophets  
agree with this… 
 

19 "It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it  
difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God.        Acts 15:12-19 
 
 

Share Jesus’ ___good news of FREEDOM___! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Crossroads Church 
 

Discovering Life Connected with God! 
 
 

Our Vision 
 

To be a dynamic and diverse family of believers in Jesus Christ 
connected in transforming relationships with God, each other, and our world! 

 
Our Purpose and Mission 

 

To connect people with God, God’s family, and God’s mission 
through a transforming relationship with Jesus Christ! 

 
Our Strategy 

 

To fulfill God’s purpose in our lives through a balanced commitment 
to love God with our entire being and to love our neighbor as ourselves, 

according to God’s Great Commandment and Great Commission in the Bible. 
 

Our Commitment 
 
 

 

Growth 
To speak and act more like Jesus Christ each day of our lives. 
To reach people disconnected from God with the love of Jesus. 

 
Relationships 

To develop depth, consistency, and closeness in our walk with Jesus. 
To share life and spiritual journey together with each other. 

 
Relevance 

To apply God’s truths and principles to life in practical ways. 
To engage and meaningfully share Jesus with people. 

 
Involvement 

To participate in church family relationships and responsibilities. 
To discover and contribute our dynamic and diverse abilities. 

 
Truth 

To value Jesus Christ and the Bible as God’s eternal revelation to us. 
To believe and center on Jesus Christ as forgiver and life leader. 

 
 

Let’s Catch the Vision and Share the Mission Together! 
 

“We are an autonomous, biblically-based church family that  
actively partners locally and internationally to fulfill our mission  

to connect people in transforming relationship with Jesus Christ!” 
 
 

 


